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Filed for intro on  02/03/2005 
HOUSE BILL  634  
By DeBerry J 

 
SENATE BILL 814  

By  Burchett 
 

 
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 63, 

relative to dentistry. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-5-117, is amended by deleting the 

section in its entirety and substituting instead the following language: 

 § 63-5-117. 

 (a)  Each licensed dentist shall pay an annual renewal fee to the board, payable 

in advance. The secretary of the board shall notify each licensed dentist that such 

renewal fee is due.   

 (b)  Each licensed dental hygienist shall pay an annual renewal fee to the board 

as set by the board, payable in advance, for the ensuing year on or before December 31 

of each year, which fees shall become part of the fees of the board and handled in the 

same manner as other fees of the board. The secretary shall notify all licensed dental 

hygienists prior to December 31 of each year that the fee is due.   

 (c)  Each registered dental assistant shall pay a biennial renewal fee to the board 

as set by the board, payable in advance, for the ensuing two (2) years on or before 

December 31 of each even year, which fees shall become a part of the fees of the board 

to be handled in the same manner as other fees of the board. The secretary shall notify 

all registered dental assistants prior to December 31 of each even year that such fee is 

due. 

 (d)  When any licensed dentist, licensed dental hygienist or registered dental 

assistant fails to register and pay the registration fee within ninety (90) days after 

registration becomes due, as provided in this section, the license or certificate of such  
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person shall be automatically revoked at the expiration of ninety (90) days after the 

registration was required, without further notice or hearing. Any person whose license or 

certificate is automatically revoked as provided in this subsection (d) may make 

application in writing to the Tennessee board of dental examiners for the reinstatement 

of such license or certificate and, upon good cause being shown, the board in its 

discretion may reinstate such license or certificate upon payment of all past-due renewal 

fees, and upon the further payment of a sum as set by the board. 

 (e)  

 (1)  Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, the 

division, with the approval of the commissioner, shall establish a system of 

license renewals at alternative intervals that will allow for the distribution of the 

license workload as uniformly as is practicable throughout the calendar year. 

Licenses issued under the alternative method are valid for twenty-four (24) 

months, and shall expire on the last day of the last month of the license period. 

However, during a transition period, or at any time thereafter when the board 

determines that the volume of work for any given interval is unduly burdensome 

or costly, either the licenses or renewals, or both of them, may be issued for 

terms of not less than six (6) months nor more than eighteen (18) months. The 

fee imposed for any license under the alternative interval method for a period of 

other than twenty-four (24) months shall be proportionate to the annual fee and 

modified in no other manner, except that the proportional fee shall be rounded off 

to the nearest half-dollar (50¢).   

 (2) No renewal application will be accepted after the last day of the month 

following the license expiration date under the alternative method authorized in 

this subsection (e). 
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 SECTION 2.  If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or 

circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the 

act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the 

provisions of this act are declared to be severable. 

 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2005 the public welfare requiring it. 

 


